
Humankind has sought to understand the universe from our earliest existence, with each successive
generation making increasingly greater strides as they build upon previous breakthroughs. GLAS
strives to ensure that every individual can join this international search for knowledge — you, your

family, the visually-impaired student next door, and the eager young scientist on the other side of the
globe.

 

GLAS provides three essential benefits to the students we serve: 
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This quarter, we partnered with Agape
House to provide programming for the
students living there. With the help of Adam
and Chris, these kids are learning how to
build websites, code, and, of course, play
with Ranger, the office dog.

Our long anticipated website revamp is finally
complete! Be sure to check out the new
format, content, and aesthetics at
glaseducation.org. 
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Through the
Looking GLAS
T h e  G e n e v a  L a k e  A s t r o p h y s i c s  a n d  S T E A M  q u a r t e r l y
n e w s l e t t e r

What's new at GLAS
New Board Member

We Have a New Website!

Welcome Agape House!

Baby

Also new in this issue:

Messier Marathon - pg. 2
Student and Volunteer Spotlights - pg. 3

We are thrilled to welcome Frances Dellutri
to our board! She will be filling the seat of
Connie Gartner, who retired this winter.
Frances brings with her a plethora of
astronomy and education experience and
enthusiasm, making her a perfect fit for
GLAS.
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Access to an international network of scientists, ensuring that each individual has
access to the network of knowledge and resources that they need to change the world

of STEAM.

Meet the GLAS Family
GLAS Education is committed to a mission of service to provide

inclusive STEM experiences
 for individual, local, and global good through innovative

educational programs 
that are anchored in a vibrant, multi-generational community.

Real-world experience that matters, allowing them to hone and build their STEAM skills
in a low-risk space while benefiting their communities, trying out different paths and

forging deeply into whatever interests them most.
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Inclusion for every individual — ensuring that students with disabilities, people with

different perspectives, and individuals in remote locations can build on their strengths
in STEAM without being hindered by outside obstacles.

Staff
Kate Meredith - President and Director of Education

Adam McCulloch - Planetarium Specialist
Danielle Eng - Dark Skies Office Coordinator

Christy Albrecht - Office Manager
Chris Kirby - Project Manager

Amelia Malling - Information and Research
Coordinator

 

Executive Board
Connie Gartner
Kyle Cudworth

Larry Happ
Tim Fahlberg

Frances Dellutri
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Welcomes Ruth Joy Albrecht! We have been
making jokes for years that we are growing
our own PhD astronomers here at GLAS but
this time we mean it. Christy and Luca
Albrecht, who met as interns at Yerkes
Observatory, have a brand new baby girl!
Arcturus and the Big Dipper were high in
the sky when Ruth Joy made her 4 am
appearance on Earth. We promise more
pictures in the next newsletter. 



Student 
SPOTLIGHT

This quarter’s student spotlight is Maire Lucero! A
Sophomore at Badger High School, Maire has been
coming to GLAS for over a year. In that time, she
has tried everything we have to offer. One month

Maire is soldering components for the LENSS
project; the next, she is observing with the
remotely-operated Stone Edge Observatory

telescope. After successfully trying her hand at
coding projects that allow data to be heard as well

as seen (data sonification), Maire decided she
wanted to continue her work with sonification. 

 
GLAS Education runs Sonication World Chat (SWC):

a collaboration of scientists worldwide working
together to make data more accessible. Marie

helps to organize those meetings and is doing a
research project to identify the specific challenges
facing the field of sonification. This summer, she

will work with returning University of Chicago intern
Ashley Wimer and GLAS Staff to write a National

Science Foundation proposal to support the SWC.
Maire is one of the youngest high school students
ever to earn a GLAS internship. Look for big things

from this outstanding student.
 

Thanks, Maire, for all your hard work and
dedication!

GLAS is lucky to have amazing volunteers,
and this quarter we would like to spotlight
Ed Sadler. Ed has been volunteering and

supporting our mission since Yerkes.
Whether it’s volunteering to pack up and

move the whole office , work a table at star
parties, or develop student programs, we

always know we can count on Ed Sadler to
come through. His recent efforts

volunteering with our new program for the
Agape House kids has been incredible.

Every week, 10 Agape kids come to GLAS
for a lesson in STEM, with boys on

Wednesdays and girls on Thursdays. Ed’s
history with SOFIA, Yerkes, and teaching
has been instrumental in providing them

with proper instruction, great material, and
an unmatched enthusiasm for learning.

 
Ed is a lifelong educator and was a science
teacher at Elkhorn Public High School for
many years and continues to volunteer in
science education and outreach. Find Ed

operating a Dobsonian telescope or
leading a station at a GLAS star party. 

 

Maire Lucero

Looking Up: The Messier Marathon

Upcoming Events!
March 18, 2022
4:00 pm
FAC - Potluck at the GLAS
office — Dr. James Sweitzer
joins us to talk about his book
Dear Galileo: Letters from a
contemporary astronomer to
his hero!

April 1, 2022 
(rain date April 2)
7:00 pm
Messier Marathon - Join
GLAS for a night of observing
Messier objects and tour the
rotunda of Yerkes
Observatory

April 6, 2022
6:00 pm
Night Hike with the GLC -
Hike through Kishwauketoe
with GLAS and the GLC!

April 22, 2022
4:00 pm
FAC - Potluck at the GLAS
office — Speaker TBD

May 16, 2022
4:00 pm
Lunar Eclipse Star Party -
Observe the lunar eclipse with
GLAS along the shoreline of
Geneva Lake!

The Messier Marathon is a time-honored tradition among amateur
astronomers during late March and early April. It is the one time every

year where one can view all 110 Messier deep sky objects over the course
of one full night. Galaxies, clusters, and nebulae make up this catalog

composed during the 18th century by the famous comet hunter Charles
Messier. Ironically, he created this catalog as a list of objects he found
that were not comets and had no interest in observing them. Now, over

200 years later, it is still the go-to list of objects to observe in the
Northern Hemisphere. 

 
Last year, here at GLAS, we observed 75 objects, and this year we hope to

see them all! This year’s attempt will be from the South Lawn of Yerkes
Observatory on April 1st or 2nd. While we commemorate historic

astronomical observations, we also aim to celebrate our progress as an
organization and help raise money to support our mission! 

 
The event kicks off with amateur astronomers and volunteers across the

lawn of Yerkes pointing out some of the bright objects in the Messier
catalog for attendees to view through telescopes. You can also participate

in the event by joining the GLAS YouTube channel where we will be
streaming the live view from a telescope. People attending in person will

have the opportunity to tour the rotunda guided by legendary Yerkes
Guide, Richard Dreiser.

 
This event is not only a star party for the public, but also a fundraiser for

GLAS and our mission. Participate in the spirit of the marathon by
pledging a dollar amount for every Messier object we image throughout

the evening. Pledges above $1 per object will also receive a printed poster
of all the Messier Objects imaged that night! To make your pledge and

join us on the Messier Marathon challenge, go to the events page on our
website. 

 
Proceeds from this event are essential to our ability to provide low-cost

education programs to our community. GLAS Education thanks the Yerkes
Future Foundation for partnering with us for this event.

 
 

Ed Sadler

Volunteer
SPOTLIGHT


