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Through the
Looking GLAS
What's new at GLAS
Check out our new office location!
We are growing and need a little bigger space.
Stop by to check out our new building, located
at N2270 WI-67 Walworth WI building number
W5659-1. Leave the furniture at home because
this is no longer a resale shop!

FAC Revival

Friday Afternoon Club just got a whole lot more
fun with our monthly potluck and guest speaker!
Bring a snack or a beverage and learn about
something new. Check out our Upcoming
Events for dates and block off your calendar.

Seeking Students!

Now that we have a bigger place, we are able to
accommodate many more students and are
looking forward to continuing STEAM education
for our community. If you or someone you know
is a high school student interested in coding,
astronomy, public outreach, or anything else,
come meet us Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or
Thursdays from 3-6pm.

RCN Submitted

We submitted our very first in-house National
Science Foundation proposal, seeking to
create a Research Coordination Network (RCN)
amongst accessibility researchers, disabled
communities, and disability professionals. How
can we learn about accessibility if researchers
don't include disabled voices in their work?
Studies show that we can't — which is exactly
why GLAS is taking action to bring people with
these essential perspectives together.

New Hires!

This year we are welcoming two new hires to the
team: Danielle, Dark Skies Coordinator, &
Amelia, Information and Research Coordinator.
Danielle joined us in June to start up the Dark
Skies Office at GLAS, and Amelia, a librarian by
trade, joined us just recently this October to
help us get organized.

Also new in this issue:
A Moonlit Cruise - pg. 2
Looking Up: SEASS Survey - pg. 3
Intern and Volunteer Spotlights - pg. 4
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A Moonlit Cruise
GLAS Education’s first dabble into formal events went off
without a hitch! Accompanied by uncharacteristically clear
skies, a few appearances from the International Space
Station, and a couple planets, this event was a huge
success. With just under 80 people aboard, GLAS was able
to both raise money for the new Dark Skies Office and still
leave enough space for social distancing.
The evening was kicked off by a brief introduction from
President and Director of Education, Kate Meredith.
Thereafter, guests were free to float among six tables set
up to showcase this year’s work, with themes focusing on
LENSS, McQuown Scholars, IDATA, Dark Skies, Yerkes
history, Star Parties, and SEASS, primarily attended to by
Chris Kirby and Chris Schultz. On their way upstairs, guests
were welcome to beef tenderloin crostini, brie and mixed
berries in a phyllo cup, mini quiche, lemon and cilantro
chicken kabob hor d’oeuvres. Meanwhile, the bar on the
upper deck teemed with donated vodka from Tito’s
Beveridge. Past the bar and out second floor doors, Adam
McCulloch showcased his astronomy with astrotours of the
sky on the bow deck.
After allowing everyone time to grab food and drinks,
mingle, and enjoy the stars, the new Dark Skies
Coordinator, Danielle Eng, gave a brief talk on light
pollution in Walworth County, concluded gracefully by Kate
Meredith. With that out of the way, mingling and merriment
continued through the night until the boat pulled
reluctantly into the dock. Given how smooth the evening
went, the staff is very excited to make this event annual,
and is looking forward to next year’s cruise!

Upcoming Events!
Thursday, December 9, 2021
6:30–7:30 pm
Night Hike w/ GLC - A classic
night hike through
Kishwauketoe Nature
Conservancy in addition to an
education program in the barn
at Helen Rohner Children’s
Fishing Park
Friday, December 10, 2021
4:00 pm
FAC - Potluck at the GLAS
office — Wayne Osborn
(Ozzie) will discuss projects
past and present making use
of the wonderful resources in
Yerkes Observatory's Plate
Vault.
Tuesday, December 21, 2021
6:00 pm
Winter Solstice Party Observing and learning about
the solstices.
Friday, January 7, 2022 and
Friday, March 4, 2021
7:00 pm
Drive in Star Party - A star
party from your car! Instead of
sitting outside in Wisconsin’s
cold, enjoy all the stargazing
and educational opportunities
in the warmth of your vehicle.
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Looking Up: The SEAS Survey
It may not seem like a good idea to begin an international collaboration in the midst of a world
wide lockdown, but that is exactly what GLAS did in the Summer of 2020. With remote access to
the Stone Edge Observatory (SEO) staff and volunteers led the effort to continue astronomical
research and begin a new international collaboration. GLAS partnered with the West African
Regional Office of Astronomy for Development (WAROAD) to find undergraduate and graduate
students in physics and astronomy that required more research experience.

Beyond the Veil

This is the Veil Nebula, a beautiful wisp of gas that is
actually the visible part of a supernova remnant, the
remains of a massive star that exploded many eons ago.
Credit: Idris Abubakar Sani

A Cosmic Cradle

This is the Orion Nebula, commonly referred to
as a "stellar nursery", since it's the place where
many new, young stars are born.
Credit: Peter Offor

The Stone Edge All Sky Survey (SEAS Survey) is designed to view the night sky through the lens of
SEO. Thus, the project will establish a legacy database of consistently and robustly reduced data
with the Stone Edge Observatory, perform time series analyses in order to understand motions
and properties of celestial bodies including asteroids, comets, stellar proper motion, and
supernovae, enable followup observations to phenomena that occur in real time, and fill in
parameter space that other more “expensive” telescopes can’t reach, including objects that are
too bright.
The SEAS Survey has resulted in over 30 online planning and teaching sessions, the compilation
of online resources in a Google Classroom, over 50 hours of observing, three presentations at
professional conferences, a blog post feature (AAS Education Blog), and two published papers.
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Student
SPOTLIGHT
Dylan Hulke

Volunteer
SPOTLIGHT
Chris Schultz
If we waited for Chris Schultz to step into the GLAS
Volunteer spotlight, you might never know about his
contributions to our organization. So today, we turn our
first spotlight on Chris. For 10 years, Chris was a
reporter for the Lake Geneva Regional News. Chris has
always been interested in Yerkes and its education
programs. In fact, his first article about the observatory
featured a picture of Kate Meredith’s son Rowan at the
Great Refractor. Little did he know at the time that his
love of Yerkes would lead him to volunteer at GLAS
after his retirement.
For more than two years now Chris has been a vital part
of GLAS. He is there for every need, from star parties to
cleaning the office on Fridays before the Friday
Afternoon Club lectures. Most importantly, however, Mr.
Schultz continually gifts us with his years of writing
experience. He has written countless articles and news
reports for our websites and diligently adds alternative
text to images so that people relying on screen readers
can have equal access. This summer he worked with
former Yerkes tour guide, Richard Dreiser, and
University of Chicago intern, Ashana Gayden to
methodically revise and edit Richard’s book about
Yerkes’ architecture. All this and more for a pot of
coffee and our abundant gratitude. Thanks Chris!
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This quarter’s student spotlight is Dylan Hulke! A
Sophomore at Williams Bay High School, Dylan
has been with GLAS for several years working on
a variety of projects. From operating the Stone
Edge Observatory to analyzing LENSS data, he
has shown a real knack for coding and
astronomy! Over this past summer, Dylan’s work
focused on the LENSS project and using the data
collected so far to assess the quality of each
sensor. This analysis will help us improve the
accuracy of our sensor measurements and help
us track light pollution in the Geneva Lake area.
Quickly gaining proficiency in Python and Jupyter
Notebooks, he has been hard at work analyzing
the data and ensuring that each sensor is
operating correctly and troubleshooting when
they are not. This process involves plotting the
data and understanding what the values tell us
about the instrument and quality of the night sky,
determining if these values are reasonable, and,
if they’re not, figuring out why.
Thanks Dylan, for all your hardwork and
dedication to our night skies!

A Cosmic
to
All of our volunteers and
supporters who have made
GLAS possible. We are truly
grateful to have such an
incredible community
cheering us on.

Our special donors,
especially Tito’s Handmade
Vodka, who graciously
donated to GLAS in
support of our Dark Skies
Office and sponsored our
Moonlight Fundraiser.

Everyone who has
donated to help fund and
start our Dark Skies
Office.
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Meet the GLAS Family
GLAS Education is committed to a mission of service to provide
inclusive STEM experiences
for individual, local, and global good through innovative
educational programs
that are anchored in a vibrant, multi-generational community.
Humankind has sought to understand the universe from our earliest existence, with each successive
generation making increasingly greater strides as they build upon previous breakthroughs. GLAS
strives to ensure that every individual can join this international search for knowledge — you, your
family, the visually-impaired student next door, and the eager young scientist on the other side of the
globe.

GLAS provides three essential benefits to the students we serve:

1
2
3

Real-world experience that matters, allowing them to hone and build their STEAM skills
in a low-risk space while benefiting their communities, trying out different paths and
forging deeply into whatever interests them most.
Access to an international network of scientists, ensuring that each individual has
access to the network of knowledge and resources that they need to change the world
of STEAM.

Inclusion for every individual — ensuring that students with disabilities, people with
different perspectives, and individuals in remote locations can build on their strengths
in STEAM without being hindered by outside obstacles.

Staff

Kate Meredith - President and Director of Education
Adam McCulloch - Planetarium Specialist
Danielle Eng - Dark Skies Office Coordinator
Christy Albrecht - Office Manager
Chris Kirby - Project Manager
Amelia Malling - Information and Research
Coordinator

Executive Board
Connie Gartner
Kyle Cudworth
Larry Happ
Tim Fahlberg
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